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FIRST LAYOUT TOUR  
A HUGE SUCCESS 

 

The first annual LVRRA layout tour was 
a huge success due to the hospitality of 
the hosts of the six model-train layouts. 
Russ Lowden, Bret and Pudge Pohland, 
Don and Doris Graff, Ed and Karen 
Kuhn, Ralph and Donna Scalise, and 
Dick and Carol Sheats, all model train 
enthusiasts, opened their homes and 
warmly greeted more than 175 visitors 
on Saturday, April 25, 2009.       

 

 
Members of the Penn-Ligonier Railroad Club operate Russ 

Lowden’s classic HO-scale model-train layout. 
 

Photo Courtesy of Rita Giesey 

 
Last summer Gladys Light suggested 
the LVRRA host a tour of model train 
layouts similar to the popular home, 
kitchen and garden tours sponsored by 
other organizations.  Within a few 
months six Friends had volunteered to 
organize the inaugural event.   
 
Chairman Dick Flock, a member of the 
National Model Railroad Association, 
along with Gladys Light, Dick Sheats, 

Dave Somerville, Ray Robb, and Bob 
Stutzman, first met November 12, 2008, 
to outline the project.  Prospective hosts 
were invited to participate, a date was 
set and the particulars worked out, with 
a goal of 100 paying visitors.  
 
The event far exceeded all expectations 
when 175 tickets were sold and people, 
unfortunately, had to be turned away.  
The tour spawned increased interest in 
the LVRRA and its primary objective of 
preserving the legacy and history of 
railroading in Ligonier Valley and 
added to the Friends of the LVRR 
membership.  In addition, the tour 
piqued interest in model railroading in 
general and raised the public’s 
awareness of the model trains that the 
LVRRA markets as a fundraiser.   
 
Kudos to the hosts, committee members, 
print media, Ligonier radio station, 
organizational newsletters, including 
the Ligonier Chamber of Commerce, 
and to the cadre of 25 volunteers, who 
greeted visitors and assisted the hosts in 
various ways.   

 
The committee is already beginning 
plans for next year’s event, having been 
encouraged by several people’s requests 
for another layout tour and by the 
positive comments made about the price 
of the event. 

 
(Additional photographs on the back page) 



WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
AWARDS TOURISM GRANT  

TO LVRRA 
 

 
Representing the LVRRA, Bill Potthoff accepts a tourism grant 
from Westmoreland Grants Committee member, Vince Fontana.  

 
Grants Committee representative, Vince 
Fontana presented a $10,000 tourism award 
to Bill Potthoff, board secretary of the 
LVRRA.  The grant will be applied to the 
restoration project of the Darlington Station. 

 

GRAND OPENING  
REMAINS ON HOLD 

 
One word, disappointment, marks the 
attitude of everyone associated with the 
restoration of the Darlington Station.  
The UCC inspection of the building on 
May 13 resulted in a laundry list of 
minor problems.  Once these are 
resolved, the inspection will be re-
scheduled.  When the building finally 
passes inspection, the LVRRA will then 
apply to Ligonier Township for an 
occupancy permit. 

 

 

 

 

Friends forever Friends forever Friends forever Friends forever –––– in memorial in memorial in memorial in memorial    

    

Dave CarnesDave CarnesDave CarnesDave Carnes    

Jim FreyJim FreyJim FreyJim Frey    

 

 
 

APRIL 4, 2009 
MILL CREEK BRANCH FIELD TRIP 

 

Staci Peipock organized another 
successful field trip tracing the 
industrial heritage in the Ligonier 
Valley.  This year Friends explored the 
Mill Creek Branch of the LVRR, also 
known as the Wilpen Branch.   

 

 
Photo op at the Fort Palmer coke ovens 

 
Photograph courtesy of Sally Walker 

 

Twenty-three Friends rode in a caravan 
of five vehicles connected by CB radios 
to view various features along the old 
right-of-way (ROW).  Grade crossings at 
Peoples Road and at Wilpen Road are 
still visible.  Also, thanks to Scott 
Graham of the Old Colony Sportsmen, 
Friends could get close to the bank of 
coke ovens on the Sportsmen’s property.  
The group also visited the ruins of other 
bee-hive coking operations, one near the 
Menzie farm and another north of 
Wilpen, as well as a push-through 
operation at Fort Palmer.   

 

Next, the group visited the site of the 
disastrous 1912 train wreck where 23 
passengers and crewmen were killed.  
The tour also included the nearby 
remnants of the spur line to the Ligonier 
Lumber Company saw mill in Oak 
Grove.  Those attending the tour 
recapped the highlights of the day at 
Carol and Dave’s Road House. 
 
 



ANNUAL DINNER RETURNED TO  
PIKE RUN COUNTRY CLUB 

 
Seventy-five Friends gathered at the Pike 
Run Country Club near Jones Mills on May 
14 for the LVRRA’s annual dinner.  Ted 
Gerome and the Pittsburgh Banjo Club 
entertained during the social hour with 
their lively music, while guests enjoyed 
hors d’oeuvres and visiting on the patio.    
  

 
Ted Gerome and the Pittsburgh Banjo Club entertain Friends 

during the social hour. 
 

 
Staci Peipock, Sally Walker and Toni Polosky enjoy the 

lovely surroundings at Pike Run Country Club. 
 

Pat Wallace, chair of the event, opened the 
meeting by asking the Ligonier Ensemble to 
lead Friends in singing “The Doodlebug 
Song,” written by LVRR employee and part-
time bluegrass guitar player, Wilbert 
Gindlesperger.   
 
Wallace highlighted the events of the year, 
including the Mill Creek field trip, the 
layout tour, and the restoration of the 
Darlington Station.  He also recognized the 
directors of the LVRRA for their hard work 
and specifically, the co-founders of the 
LVRRA, Bill McCullough and Bob 
Stutzman, for their vision.  
  
Dan Messmer of Covington Investments, 
guest speaker, presented his paper entitled 

“The Ligonier Valley Rail Road; Lessons in 
Business.”   Messmer pointed out that the 
purpose of Judge Thomas Mellon’s buying 
the railroad was to provide a business 
learning   experience for his sons.  Messmer 
elaborated on how this decision proved 
beneficial not only to the Mellon family, but 
also to the residents of Ligonier Valley 
throughout the lifespan of the LVRR. 
 

 

THIRD ANNUAL GALA   
SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 

 

Pittsburgh Banjo Club 
Guitarist Terry Sabo 

Big tent 
Food and drink 

Celebration of the restoration  
 

 
MAINLINE STATIONS  

OF THE LVRR 
 

One of the amazing facts about the LVRR is that 
it had nine stations along the 10.6 mile mainline.  
True, one was only a platform, and three others 
were relatively small.  However, those nine 
stops are evidence of how the LVRR catered to 
passenger traffic.  
  

 

The Pennsylvania Railroad station in Latrobe 
from 1903 to 1952 also served as the western 
terminus of the LVRR.  Passengers could buy 
train tickets for both railroads at the station 
and board either the PRR or the LVRR.  All 
LVRR and all eastbound PRR passengers 
boarded or exited their trains by walking 
through a tunnel under the westbound PRR 
tracks.   DiSalvo’s Station currently occupies 
the building. 
 

 
Tunnel entrance to the LVRR and  
eastbound PRR passenger platform 

(mile-marker 0.0) 
 

 
Article continues on the next page 



 
 
 

 
Retired in 1926, the Oakville Station (mile-marker 1.4) 

is now a private residence.  
 

In 1898 the LVRR bought property from 
David Strickler to build the Oakville Station 
to serve the industries and residents of 
south Latrobe.   After a relatively short 
lifespan, it was retired by the LVRR in 1926. 
Located at the intersection of Harrison 
Avenue and Grant Street, it is currently a 
residence and can be seen on Lincoln 
Avenue across from the Pond Restaurant. 

 

 
 

 
Sketch of the Osborn Station (mile-marker 2.3) 

 by Carolyn Stutzman 
 

 The next station down the line was Osborn, which 
was located at the intersection of Raymond Avenue 
and Ligonier Street extensions.  The LVRR bought the 
property from Robert Osborn in 1874.   According to 
Paul Carey, a local resident, the structure was a three-
sided open shelter facing the railroad tracks.  
Sometime after the building was demolished, Carey 
salvaged a railroad baggage cart from its basement. It 
is still in his possession. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Kingston Station (mile-marker 3.5) 
was a virtual twin of the Oakville Station.  

 

The LVRR bought the Kingston Station 
property from David Neeley in 1872. A 
virtual twin of the Oakville Station, it was 
built circa 1900.   After the LVRR concluded 
operations in 1952, it was torn down to 
make room for west-bound Route 30.  
 

 
 

 
This photograph of the Longbridge Station (mile-marker 6.8) 

 was taken from the original Lincoln Highway 
 

 
 

Longbridge Station was built on property 
immediately north of the grade crossing for 
the Lincoln Highway where the road also 
crossed the Loyalhanna Creek on the 
original “long” bridge.   The station served 
the communities of McCance and 
Longbridge.  Fortunately, the LVRRA has in 
its collection one of the original Longbridge 
Station cast-iron signs. 
 

 
Article continues on the next page 



 
Darlington Station, circa 1935 (mile-marker 7.5) 

 

It was December of 1890 when the Ligonier Echo 
reported a “foundation of a new building at 
Darlington.”  After serving the railroad and Idlewild 
Park for over 100 years, the Darlington Station was 
donated by Idlewild to the LVRRA in October 2006.  
In the near future the restored station will serve as a 
museum and the home of the LVRRA. 
  

 
 

 
The original Idlewild Station (mile-marker 7.9) 

 

The Idlewild Station was once billed as the smallest 
full-service railroad station in the United States.  Over 
the years it has been enlarged and is currently a mini-
museum that includes old-time photographs and 
memorabilia of Idlewild and the LVRR. It serves as a 
field command post for visiting organizations. 
 

 
 

 
Millbank Station (mile-marker 8.4) 

 

Similar in size to a bus shelter, the Millbank Station 
was located on the eastern perimeter of Idlewild, 
where the railroad entered the park between the 
Loyalhanna and the railroad tracks near the current 
entrance to Idlewild Park. Millbank served the local 
community and the Crescent Pipeline pumping 
station.  Idlewild removed this station in the 1990s. 

 

 
Traveling west on the Lincoln Highway, one could have seen  

Bells (mile-marker 9.2) on the left, east of the pond.  
(Bells does not appear in this photograph.). 

 

To the best of our knowledge, Bells was a simple 
platform located near the grade crossing of the 
railroad at Two-Mile Run Road.  In the photo above, 
it would have been located about 100 yards east of the 
building on the left near the ice pond.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The original Ligonier Station (mile-marker 10.3) 

 
 

  
To make room for the new station, the original station  

was moved to the other side of the tracks and  
became the freight depot. 

 
 

 
 

A future article in The Liggie will focus on the second building 
that served as the Ligonier Station and headquarters of the LVRR 

until it ceased operation in 1952. 
 
 



MELLON’S DECISION TO BUY THE 
LVRR IMPACTED HIS FAMILY AND 

THE VALLEY 
 

Thomas Mellon’s decision to buy the LVRR 
resulted at least in part from his desire to 
have his sons learn how to run a business 
profitably.  Before their father agreed to 
take on the venture, his sons ― Thomas, 
James, Andrew and Richard — had to prove 
to their father that he would receive an 
acceptable return on his investment. 
 

The Mellon sons, determined to convince 
their father to buy the railroad and to 
extend the tracks from Latrobe to Ligonier, 
assumed various responsibilities from 
monitoring traffic over Chestnut Ridge to 
resurveying the right-of-way and validating 
old contracts.  The suggestion to build a 3-
foot narrow-gauge track further mollified 
their father by keeping the project within 
the financial bounds he had initially set. 
 

Once Thomas Mellon purchased the LVRR 
in 1877, work soon began on laying track on 
the right-of-way already purchased by the 
former owners of the LVRR.  By hiring the 
best available workers, paying them well—
even more than the larger railroads were 
paying—and by treating the workers with 
the utmost respect, the Mellons succeeded 
in laying the 10.5 miles of track within 60 
days.  As an added incentive to the 
employees, free cold beer often was waiting 
at the point at which the work day was to 
end.   
 

As a result of the efforts of the four Mellon 
brothers, on December 1, 1877, just a few 
months after their father had purchased the 
LVRR,  the Mellon family set off on the 
virgin trip between Latrobe and Ligonier  
on their own newly acquired railroad.  The 
following Tuesday, December 4, the 
Greensburg Tribune and Herald commented 
on this newsworthy event:   
 

A splendid passenger coach was put 
on it (the LVRR) yesterday (sic), and 
the good people of the Valley that 
have so long plodded their way over 
the Ridge on foot, horseback, buggy 

and carriage, will do so no more.  
They are intelligent, active, and 
persevering, and now with railroad 
facilities there is no telling what 
tremendous strides they will make 
in the way of culture and wealth. 

 
How insightful that reporter was.  Not only 
did the extension open up transportation 
opportunities for the people living in 
Ligonier Valley, but also made Ligonier 
easily accessible for people living in the 
Pittsburgh area and further west.  Because 
of the Mellon family’s influence, many 
wealthy and influential people became 
enamored with the valley, frequently 
visiting and even moving to the area, 
bringing with them their culture. 
 
In like manner, the LVRR did much to build 
the economy of the region.  The railroad 
resulted in old businesses expanding and 
new businesses emerging.  Over LVRR’s 75 
years of existence, the railroad moved 32 
million tons of freight.  Also, more than 
nine million passengers rode the rails of the 
LVRR. 
 
Although the LVRR has been out of 
business since August 1952, its influence 
still lives on through all of the ways in 
which its presence stimulated the 
development of Ligonier Valley. 
 
Note: Much of the information for this article was 
taken from the paper written by Daniel P. Messmer, 
entitled “The Ligonier Valley Railroad:  Lessons in 
Business.”   Thank you Dan. 

 

 
 

THE MISSION OF THE LVRRA 
 

Ligonier Valley Rail Road Association 
Organized in 2004: 

 
To Preserve the legacy of the LVRR 
To Conserve vestiges of the LVRR 
To Collect memorabilia of the LVRR 
To Educate the public about the history of 
railroading in Ligonier Valley 
 

 



RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Thanks to all contributors for the following 
items that have been donated to the LVRRA 
since the last Liggie publication: 

 
Shirley Iscrupe 
Photograph of Tipple #1 at the Old Colony 
Mine, circa 1905 
 
John West 
Railroad spike recovered from LVRR roadbed 
near the 1912 wreck site 
 
Anonymous 
Photographs of Engines #594 and #4025 
 
Rev. Albert Kovacs 
Railroad crossing sign and series of LVRR 
equipment photographs 
 
Bernetha Pritts 
Print of Last Run poster and a pamphlet dated 
December 1941 and published by the 
Association of American Railroads   
 
Bill Stablein 
Table and chairs for conference room and 
dehumidifier 
 
Art McMullen 
Area rug for conference room  
 
Melvin Swanson 
Photographs documenting May 2, 2009, field 
trip to the Booth and Flinn Quarry 
 
Howie Stahl 
Essay “LVRR” by Allan G. Bluman 
 
Bonnie Zera 
Original photographs of West Penn Railways 
and of the LVRR’s Last Run.  
 
Sandy Neiderhiser 
Original Last Run handkerchief in like-new 
condition 
 
Tom Bitner 
Original Idlewild brochure dated 1898 
 
John Vucina 
Copy of newspaper article regarding Fort 
Palmer, both the community and the mine 
 

 

LVRRA MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
 

Monogrammed LVRR denim shirt ― $35 
Monogrammed LVRR denim ball caps ― $10 

 

O Gage Model Trains  
Operating doodlebug ― $350 

Operating steam engine ― $350 
Tank car ― $50 
Box car ― $50 

Hopper cars ― $40 
 

HO Gage Model Trains  
Bobber caboose ― $10 

Box car ― $20 
 

Available at the mini-museum, 106 N. St. Clair St., Ligonier, 
Saturday mornings from 9 A. M. to noon or at 

www.lvrra.org 
 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
SINCE MARCH 1, 2009 

 
Harry Barras 
William Burns 

Steve & Angie DeLeo 
Jack Hanft 

Richard & Ann Macdonald 
Thomas Miller 
Randy Ross 

Dave & Betty Sheets 
Pat Slack 

Melvin Swanson 
Steve & Cindy Swencki 

Dave Vale 
 
 

 
Gladys Light, who conceived the idea of the layout tour,  

checks on progress with Bob Stutzman. 



 

 
 

Dick Sheats at command central of his layout 

 

 
 

Dave Somerville, on the left, discusses with Ralph Scalise  
ways to expand Ralph’s layout. 

 

 
 

Bill McCullough operates the Penn-Ligonier Railroad Club’s 
layout at Russ Lowden’s garage. 

 

 

 
 

Ed Kuhn, second from left, promotes model  
railroading as a life-time hobby. 

 

 
 

Don Graff tends to details in  
 his attic  layout. 

 

 
 

The Pohland layout features multiple levels  

and more than 50 switches.  
 

Tour photographs courtesy of Rita and Kathy Giesey 


